COSCA ORDINANCE NO. 01-2009

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CONEJO OPEN SPACE
CONSERVATION AGENCY (COSCA) ESTABLISHING
COSCA OPEN SPACE RULES AND REGULATONS

The Board of Directors of the Conejo Open Space Conservation Agency does
hereby ordain as follows:
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CHAPTER |

GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 101 — SHORT TITLE

This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the “COSCA Ordinance”.

SECTION 102 — PURPOSE/FINDINGS

a.

The purpose of these regulations is to provide rules to govern the use of
COSCA open space in order that all persons may enjoy and use such open
space, and to protect the rights of all concerned, while assuring that the
natural resources within COSCA open space and the essentially
undeveloped and undisturbed character of the open space is preserved.

Except as otherwise herein or hereinafter provided, this ordinance consists
of all the regulatory, penal, and administrative laws of general application of
COSCA codified pursuant to the authority the authority granted to the
COSCA by the Joint Powers Agreement entered into by the City and CRPD
on October 18, 1977, and any subsequent amendments, to acquire,
manage, regulate, control, conserve, and preserve the natural and scenic
resources, as well as coordinate local land use and resource management
of open space land areas including all powers and functions authorized
pursuant to Article V of said Joint Powers Agreement and all rights and
powers proscribed by federal and state law. In addition, as a public joint
powers agency, COSCA maintains the authority provided in Article 1 of
Chapter 5 of Part 1 of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Government Code of the
State of California, Chapter 3 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 4 of the
Government Code of the State of California, and Section 5782.21 of Chapter
4 of Part 1 of Division 5 of Title 1 of the Public Resources Code of the State
of California.

Neither the adoption of this ordinance nor the repeal hereby of any section
of this ordinance shall in any manner affect the prosecution for violations of
this ordinance, which violations were committed prior to the effective date of
this ordinance, nor be construed as a waiver of any license or penaity at
said effective date due and unpaid under this ordinance, nor be construed
as affecting any of the provisions of this ordinance relating to the collection
of any such license or penalty or the penal provisions applicable to any
violation thereof, nor to affect the validity of any bond or cash deposit in lieu
thereof required to be posted, filed, or deposited pursuant to this ordinance,
and all vested rights and obligations thereunder appertaining shall continue
in full force and effect.
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SECTION 103 — DEFINITIONS

The following words and phrases, whenever used in this ordinance, shall be
construed as defined in this section:

a.

“Aircraft” shall mean any device that is used or intended to be used to
carry a person or persons in the air.

“Alcoholic Beverage” shall mean alcohol, spirits, liquor, wine, beer, and

“every liquid or solid containing one-half of one percent or more of alcohol by

volume and which is fit for beverage purposes either alone or combined with
other substances.

“Amplified Sound” shall mean sound projected and transmitted by
electronic equipment, including amplifiers, radios, or other devices.

“Boating” shall mean the use of any manned or unmanned, full-size, or
scale model floating vessel.

“Building” shall mean any structure having a roof supported by columns or
by walls and intended for the shelter, housing, or enclosure of persons,
animals, chattel, or property of any kind.

“Camp” means to pitch or occupy camp facilities; to use camp
paraphernalia.

“Camp Facilities” include, but are not limited to, tents, huts, temporary
shelters, trailers, motor homes, campers, or vehicles otherwise used for
shelter.

“Camp Paraphernalia” includes, but is not limited to, tarpaulins, cots, beds,
sleeping bags, hammocks, or non-COSCA designated cooking facilities and
similar equipment.

“Chief Supervising Ranger” shall mean COSCA’s Chief Supervising
Ranger or designated representative.

“City” shall mean the City of Thousand Oaks.

“City Attorney” shall mean the City Attorney of the City of Thousand Oaks
or a designated representative. The City Attorney is COSCA’s Agency
Attorney.

“City Manager” shall mean the City Manager of the City of Thousand Oaks
or a designated representative. The City Manager is COSCA’s co-Chief
Administrative Officer.

“COSCA” shall mean the Conejo Open Space Conservation Agency, an
agency established pursuant to the joint powers act between the Conejo
Recreation and Park District and the City of Thousand Oaks.

“COSCA Employee” shall mean any employee of COSCA, the City of
Thousand Oaks, or the Conejo Recreation and Park District who is
authorized to represent COSCA or perform work on COSCA open space.
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aa.

“COSCA Manager” shall mean the COSCA Manager or a designated
representative.

“GCOSCA Open Space” shall mean all lands and facilities, including parking
lots, under ownership of or subject to the Conejo Open Space Conservation
Agency (COSCA)'s management authority.

“COSCA Open Space Waters” shall mean any lake, reservoir, pond,
stream, creek, river, or other standing or flowing body of water within
COSCA open space.

“CRPD” shall mean the Conejo Recreation and Park District, a special
district.

“CRPD General Manager” shall mean the chief administrative officer of the
Conejo Recreation and Park District or a designated representative. The
CRPD General Manager is COSCA's co-Chief Administrative Officer.

“Disabled Persons” shall mean “disabled persons” as defined under
Section 295.5 of the California Vehicle Code.

“Enforcement Officer” means any COSCA, City, or CRPD employee, law
enforcement personnel, or other individual authorized by COSCA to enforce
this ordinance.

“Geocaching” shall mean a recreational activity requiring the participant to
search for hidden items or landmarks using a global positioning system and
coordinates retrieved from a website or other source.

“jvestock” shall mean domestic or useful animals normally kept or reared
on a farm or ranch for work, breeding, fattening, or other purposes including,
but not limited to, horses, bovines, sheep, swine, and goats.

“Management Authority” of open space and improvements may be
demonstrated by, but is not limited to, contracts, memoranda of
understanding, agreements, licenses, governmental resolutions, easements,
or COSCA's Joint Powers Agreement entered into by the City and CRPD on
October 18, 1977 (as amended).

“Organization” means a recognized association, partnership, firm, or
corporation.

“Person” shall mean any individual or group of individuals.

“Personal Effects” means personal property consisting of the following
items:

1. Medication, medical devices, eye glasses or other prescription lenses;
2.  Sleeping bag or bed roll which is sanitary and non-verminous;

3. Tents in usable and reasonable good condition;
4

Clothes stored in a manner protecting them from the elements, which
are not unsanitary, soiled, or verminous; and
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bb.

CC.

dd.

ee.

5. Personal property with an estimated individual fair market value of at
least Fifty no/100ths ($50.00) Dollars.

“Section” shall mean a section of this ordinance, unless some other
document, statute or policy is specifically identified.

“Store” means to put aside or accumulate for use when needed, to put for
safekeeping, to place or leave in a location.

“Structure” shall mean anything constructed or erected which requires a
location in or on the ground or which is attached to something having a
location on or in the ground, such as signs, flagpoles, or similar
appurtenances, including a building or a building's architectural features and
roof appurtenances required to operate and maintain the building, but not
including fences, or walls used as fences, which are less than six (6) feet in
height.

“Trail” shall mean any path or access through COSCA open space
constructed or maintained for intended use by pedestrians, disabled
persons, equestrians, or bicyclists.

“Vehicle” shall mean every device by which any person or property is or
may be transported or drawn over land, excepting devices moved by human
power or used exclusively upon rails.

SECTION 104 — AUTHORITY AND ENFORCEMENT

a.

The Board of Directors authorizes the City Manager and CRPD General
Manager or their designee to implement and administer the policies, rules,
and regulations contained herein. Whenever a power is granted to, or a
duty imposed on, the City Manager and CRPD General Manager, the power
may be exercised, or the duty performed, by the City Manager or CRPD
General Manager or by any other employee so designated or assigned by
the City Manager or CRPD General Manager.

Unless this policy expressly provides otherwise, the City Manager, CRPD
General Manager, City Attorney or other employee or agent so designated
or assigned such duties shall enforce the provisions of this ordinance. The
City Manager and CRPD General Manager shall have the authority to
implement and enforce reasonable rules and regulations that implement and
supplement the regulations set forth in this ordinance, when such rules and
regulations are necessary to protect public health, safety, and welfare or the
resources under COSCA’s care.

COSCA employees, who are authorized, shall have the authority to warn,
evict, arrest, and cite persons who violate any provisions of the District,
state, or local ordinances. COSCA personnel, who are authorized, pursuant
to Section 830.31 of the Penal Code, shall carry proper identification.
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d.

SEC

Any

The procedures and penalties set forth in this ordinance shall not limit or
restrict COSCA from enforcing the rules and regulations contained herein in
any other manner provided by law.

TION 105 —- COMPLIANCE

persons entering, occupying, or remaining in any COSCA open space shall

comply with the adopted ordinances, rules, and regulations. Additionally, no
person shall violate any order or provision thereof posted on COSCA open space
by the City Manager or CRPD General Manager or their designee.

SEC

a.

TION 106 — PENALTY

Any person within COSCA open space who violates any provision of this
ordinance, the conditions of any permit issued pursuant thereto, or any
adopted rule or regulation relating to COSCA open space is guilty of an
infraction for the first violation; the second shall be a misdemeanor, except
for the following:

Violations of Sections 202, Subsections a, b, d, €, h, i, and j and Section 203
are civil penalties and will be subject to an administrative adjudication
process administered by the Conejo Recreation and Park District, as
outlined in the Conejo Recreation and Park District's Parking Citation
Administrative Adjudication Manual.

Violations of the following Sections shall be misdemeanors: Section 204,
Section 205, Section 206, Section 207, Section 220, Section 221, Section
222, Section 224, Section 227, and Section 234.

in addition to the remedies set forth in this section, a person or persons who
violate Section 234 can be subject to the civil penalty procedures or
huisance abatement processes administered by the City of Thousand Oaks,
as outlined in the City of Thousand Oaks Municipal Code, Chapter 2, Article
2, Section 1-2.201 et seq. and Chapter 6, Section 1-6.01 et seq.
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CHAPTER I

COSCA OPEN SPACE RULES AND REGULATIONS

SECTION 201 — EXCEPTION

This ordinance does not apply to the operations of COSCA-, City- or CRPD-
owned or operated vehicles, law enforcement or emergency vehicles or law
enforcement or emergency officials while in the performance of law enforcement
or emergency duties, or COSCA, City or CRPD employees and COSCA
volunteers while engaged in official COSCA-related activities.

SECTION 202 — VEHICLES AND PARKING

Parking violations are a civil liability and will be subject to an administrative
adjudication process administered by the Conejo Recreation and Park District as
outlined in Conejo Recreation and Park District's Parking Citation Administrative
Adjudication Manual.

a.

Vehicles shall be operated on COSCA property only on designated
roadways, unless written permission has been granted by the City Manager
or CRPD General Manager or their designee.

Vehicles shall not be parked on COSCA property except within designated
parking areas or within designated markings without written permission of
the City Manager or CRPD General Manager or their designee.

If the City Manager or CRPD General Manager find that at certain times,
under specific restrictions or at designated places, a vehicle can be
operated so as not to interfere in any way with the protection of resources
and normal authorized use of COSCA open space, permission may be
granted to operate such vehicle. Parking such vehicle is permitted only in
areas so designated.

Vehicles operated within the boundaries of COSCA open space shall be
driven at a careful and prudent speed not greater than is reasonable and
proper with due regard for the traffic, surface, and width of the roads. In no
event shall a vehicle be driven within COSCA open space at a speed
greater than 15 miles per hour, except on any paved road over which there
is an access easement or right-of-way, in which case drivers shall adhere to
posted speed limits.

No person who owns or has possession, custody, or control of any vehicle,
trailer, or camper shall park said vehicle upon any COSCA open space for
more than a period of fifteen (15) consecutive hours unless otherwise
permitted by the City Manager or CRPD General Manager or their designee.

No vehicle maintenance may be performed on COSCA open space except
for minor repairs needed to move the vehicle.
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No vehicle shall be parked on COSCA-open space after the closing time of
the open space area or facility.

Disabled Persons Parking Zones

It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle other than a vehicle
bearing a distinguishing license plate defined by the California State Vehicle
Code to stop or park such vehicle in a parking zone identified as reserved
for disabled persons pursuant to Subdivision 2 below. The fine for this
violation shall be as prescribed by the Vehicle Code.

1. Improper display of placard. It shall be unlawful to fail to, or improperly
display a handicap placard. A citation issued for illegal parking may be
reduced to a $10 fine by the City Manager or CRPD General Manager
or histher assignee when proof of a valid handicap placard is
presented.

2. Space identification. Disabled persons parking shall be designated by
blue striping to mark the stall and a profile view of a wheelchair printed
within the stall or space as well as a sign with the same type of
marking on it.

SECTION 203 — REMOVAL OF VEHICLES

a.

All parked vehicles are subject to being removed from COSCA open space
under the following circumstances:

1. When a vehicle is parked or left standing on COSCA open space when
the open space is closed to public use.

2. When a vehicle is parked or left standing upon a roadway in such a
position as to obstruct the normal movement of traffic or in such a
condition as to create a hazard to other traffic upon the roadway.

3. When a vehicle is parked so as to block the entrance to a driveway.

When a vehicle is parked so as to prevent access by firefighting
equipment to a fire hydrant or emergency service.

5.  When a vehicle is parked in any parking restricted zone.

If an illegally parked vehicle is removed from COSCA open space as
provided for in this section, the owner shall be liable for all fees, towing, and
storage charges.

SECTION 204 — VEHICULAR TRESPASS

a.

The primary form of public access into COSCA open space areas will be on
foot, on horseback or by bicycle. Motorized vehicles shall not be operated
or parked on any COSCA open space except on roadways and parking
areas specifically constructed for public vehicular traffic. Fire breaks and fire
protection roads, hiking and riding trails shall be prohibited from vehicular
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use. No vehicle (including off-road vehicles and motorcycles) shall be
operated on COSCA open space except as allowed per posted signage.

b. An exception is hereby established for disabled persons to use single-rider
electric motorized vehicles adapted for recreational use by disabled
persons, and for COSCA, City or CRPD vehicles, emergency vehicles, and
vehicles of agencies and individuals holding an easement or written
permission from the City Manager or CRPD General Manager or their
designee, or vehicles authorized by the holder of an easement, but only
within said easement.

SECTION 205 — FIREARMS AND WEAPONS

a. No person shall carry, possess, set, leave, or deposit, or cause to be fired,
across, in, on, or into any portion of COSCA open space any weapon, gun
or firearm, spear, missile, bow and arrow, crossbow, slingshot, trap or
hunting device, air or gas weapon, paintball gun, BB gun, ammunition,
throwing knife or axe, martial arts throwing device, or any other weapon or
device capable of injuring or killing any person or animal, or damaging
property or natural resource except at posted or authorized ranges and
areas designated for such purposes.

b. An exception to this regulation is hereby made for duly authorized law
enforcement officials.

SECTION 206 — HUNTING, PROTECTION OF ANIMALS

Hunting, shooting, wounding, trapping, or capturing animals on COSCA open
space is prohibited. No animal shall be killed, harmed, or removed from COSCA
open space unless by a COSCA, City or CRPD employee during the
performance of his/her official duties, except (1) when necessary to avoid bodily
harm, and (2) when fishing is allowed by the City Manager or CRPD General
Manager or their designee, as provided under Section 210.

SECTION 207 — VANDALISM

It shall be unlawful for any person to damage, deface, cut, spray, paint, mark,
scratch, write on, or otherwise deface or alter any natural feature, fence, wall,
building, sign, monument, or other property on COSCA open space. Persons
causing vandalism, or parents of persons under the age of 18, will be held liable
and financially responsible for the full amount of damages, or the maximum
amount allowed under the California Civil Code, Sections 1714.1 and 1714.3. In
addition to any civil fines and penalties, any person who violates this section may
be subject to prosecution for violation of California Penal Code, Section 594 et
seq.
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SECTION 208 — THROWING MISSILES

Throwing missiles, rocks, mud, sand, or any object that may cause bodily harm
to others is prohibited on COSCA open space. Objects used in recreational
activity are exempt from this section provided they are not used in an
irresponsible and hazardous manner.

SECTION 209 — AMPLIFIED SOUND

No person shall play or operate any audible sound or energy amplification
devices, including radios, television sets, public address systems, musical
instruments, or similar devices unless written permission has been granted in
advance by the City Manager or CRPD General Manager or their designee, and
then only upon a finding that the use of amplified sound will not adversely affect
natural resources and the open space character of the land.

SECTION 210 — FISHING

Fishing by any means, including fly casting, is prohibited in COSCA open space
waters, except in designated areas, and only when within the scope of state
regulations.

SECTION 211 —- GOLF

No person shall drive, chip, or in any other manner play or practice golf, or hit
balls on, over, or into COSCA open space.

SECTION 212 — MODEL CRAFTS

No person shall operate any model airplanes, gliders, cars, boats, rockets,
vehicles, or any other model craft of any kind or description on, over, or into any
portion of COSCA open space, unless written permission has been granted in
advance by the City Manager or CRPD General Manager or their designee, and
then only upon a finding that the use of such model crafts will not adversely affect
natural resources and the open space character of the land.

SECTION 213 - AIRCRAFT/HUMAN FLIGHT

Without the written permission of the City Manager or CRPD General Manager or
their designee, no person shall land any aircraft on or take any aircraft off any
area in COSCA open space. Nor shall any person hang glide, parachute, or
engage in any human flight on, over, or into COSCA open space.
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